Application No. 10/768,023 

Reply to Office Action of September 8, 2008 

IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): An image forming apparatus comprising: 
a storage unit configured to store s e tting information including at l e ast a siz e of a 
substitute recording m e dium for e ach use r a plurality of user identifiers, and for each user 
identifier there is also stored a corresponding recording medium size and a size of a substitute 
recording medium ; and 

a processor configured to determine a user identifier corresponding to a print 
instruction and to execute [[a]] the print instruction by automatically changing a size of a 
recording medium to be used as specified by the print instruction to the size of the substitute 
recording medium bas e d on the setting information stor e d in said storag e by accessing the 
storage unit to determine, for the user identifier corresponding to the print instruction, which 
substitute recording medium corresponds to the size of the recording medium specified by the 
print instruction , when the size of the recording medium specified by the print instruction is 
not available. 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said setting information includ e s storage unit is configured to store, in 
correspondence with at least one of the user identifiers, information specifying whether or not 
a zoom is required when printing information, and/or information specifying a printing 
position on the recording medium. 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the storage unit is configured to store the s e tting informatio n size of the 
substitute recording medium in response to an external setting instruction from outside. 
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Claim 4 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 3, 
further comprising: 

a notifying device configured to notify to the outside when the size of the recording 
medium specified by the print instruction is not available or when corr e sponding s e tting 
information the size of the substitute recording medium is not stored in the storage unit , 
together with information indicating an available size of the recording medium, so as to 
request the setting instruction a selection of a recording medium size to use to execute the 
print instruction . 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
further comprising: 

a setting device configured to set and store the sotting information size of the 
substitute recording medium in the storage unit . 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said setting information ir, stor e d in r . aid r . torago in th e form of a tabl e storage device 
stores the plurality of user identifiers, the corresponding recording medium size, and the 
corresponding size of the substitute recording medium in a table . 

Claims 7-9 (Canceled) 

Claim 10 (Currently Amended): An image forming method comprising: 
reading setting information which includ e s at least a size of a substitute r e cording 
m e dium for each us e r from a storage; and 
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storing, in a storage unit, a plurality of user identifiers, and for each user identifier, 
storing a corresponding recording medium size and a size of a substitute recording medium; 

determining a user identifier corresponding to a print instruction; 

executing [[a]] the print instruction by automatically changing a size of a recording 
medium to be used as specified by the print instruction to the size of the substitute recording 
medium bas e d on th e setting information stored in said storage by accessing the storage unit 
and determining, for the user identifier corresponding to the print instruction, which 
substitute recording medium corresponds to the size of the recording medium specified by the 
print instruction , when the size of the recording medium specified by the print instruction is 
not available. 

Claim 1 1 (Currently Amended): The image forming method as claimed in claim 10, 
wherein said setting information storing includes storing, in correspondence with at least on 
of the user identifiers, information specifying w hether or not a zoom is required when 
printing information, and/or information specifying a printing position on the recording 
medium. 

Claim 12 (Currently Amended): The image forming method as claimed in claim 10, 
further comprising: 

storing the setting information in said storag e size of the substitute recording medium 
in the storage unit in response to an external setting instruction from outside. 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended): The image forming method as claimed in claim 12, 
further comprising: 
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notifying to the outside when the size of the recording medium specified by the print 
instruction is not available or when corresponding s e tting information the size of the 
substitute recording medium is not stored in said storage unit , together with information 
indicating an available size of the recording medium, so as to request the s e tting instructions 
selection of a recording medium size to use to execute the print instruction . 

Claim 14 (Canceled). 

Claim 15 (Currently Amended): The image forming method as claimed in claim 10, 
wherein said s e tting information is stored in said storag e in the form of a table storing 
includes storing the plurality of user identifiers, the corresponding recording medium size, 
and the corresponding size of the substitute recording medium in a table . 

Claims 16-18 (Canceled) 

Claim 19 (Currently Amended): A computer-readable storage medium encoded with 
instructions, which when executed by steres-a computer^ program for causing a causes the 
computer to print information on a r e cording medium in r e spons e to a print 
instruction implement an image forming method , said comput e r program comprising: 

a reading proc e dur e causing th e comput e r to r e ad s e tting information which includ e s 
at l e ast a siz e of a substitut e r e cording medium for each us e r from a storag e ; and 

storing, in a storage unit, a plurality of user identifiers, and for each user identifier, 
storing a corresponding recording medium size and a size of a substitute recording medium; 

determining a user identifier corresponding to a print instruction; 
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a processing proc e dur e causing th e comput e r to e x e cute a print instruction by 
automatically changing a siz e of a r e cording m e dium to b e us e d to th e siz e of the substitute 
recording m e dium bas e d on th e s e tting information stor e d in said storage, when the size of 
the recording m e dium sp e cifi e d by th e print instruction is not availabl e 

executing the print instruction by automatically changing a size of a recording 
medium to be used as specified by the print instruction to the size of the substitute recording 
medium by accessing the storage unit and determining, for the user identifier corresponding 
to the print instruction, which substitute recording medium corresponds to the size of the 
recording medium specified by the print instruction, when the size of the recording medium 
specified by the print instruction is not available . 

Claim 20 (Currently Amended): A computer-readable storage medium encoded with 
instruction, which stores- when executed a computer, program for causing a causes the 
computer to print information on a r e cording m e dium in r e spons e to a print instruction, said 
comput e r program implement a method comprising: 

a regist e ring proc e dure causing th e comput e r to regist e r setting information which 
includ e s at l e a s t a siz e of a substitut e r e cording m e dium for e ach user to b e used wh e n a siz e 
of a r e cording medium specified by the print instruction is not availabl e 

registering a plurality of user identifiers, and for each user identifier, registering a 
corresponding recording medium size and a size of a substitute recording medium; and 

designating, for each of the plurality of user identifiers, that the corresponding size of 
the substitute recording medium is to be used when the recording medium size is not 
available. 
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Claim 21 (Currently Amended): The computer-readable storage medium as claimed 
in claim 20, wherein the computer program is with r e sp e ct to one of a computer within a host 
unit which outputs the print instruction with respect to an image forming apparatus and a 
computer within the image forming apparatus which prints the-information on the recording 
medium. 

Claim 22 (Currently Amended): An image forming apparatus comprising: 
storage means for storing s e tting information including at least a size of a substitut e 
recording medium for oach us e r a plurality of user identifiers, and for each user identifier 
there is also stored a corresponding recording medium size and a size of a substitute 
recording medium ; and 

processing means for determining a user identifier corresponding to a print instruction 
and for executing [[a]] the print instruction by automatically changing a size of a recording 
medium to be used as specified by the print instruction to the size of the substitute recording 
medium based en fee setting information stored in said storage m e ans by accessing the 
storage means to determine, for the user identifier corresponding to the print instruction, 
which substitute recording medium corresponds to the size of the recording m edium specified 
by the print instruction , when the size of the recording medium specified by the print 
instruction is not available. 

Claim 23 (Currently Amended): An image forming method comprising: 
a reading st e p reading s e tting information which includ e s at least a size of a sub s titut e 
r e cording medium for each user from storage moans; and 
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a step for storing, in a storage unit, a plurality of user identifiers, and for each user 
identifier, storing a corresponding recording medium size and a size of a substitute recording 
medium; 

a step for determining a user identifier corresponding to a print instruction; and 
a processing st o p step for executing [[a]] the print instruction by automatically 
changing a size of a recording medium to be used as specified by the print instruction to the 
size of the substitute recording medium bas e d on th e s e tting information stor e d in said 
storage m e ans by accessing the storage unit to determine, for the user identifier 
corresponding to the print instruction, which substitute recording medium corresponds to the 
size of the recording medium specified by the print instruction , when the size of the recording 
medium specified by the print instruction is not available. 
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